Briefing Note: Parks Strategy and Consultation

This briefing note provides information on the draft Parks Strategy and consultation with the public. 


Introduction 

The Parks Strategy addresses what is proposed for parks over the next 10 years. It outlines a proposed vision and the priorities for generating new ways of working. The strategy provides a unique opportunity to deliver a significantly enhanced community offer through our parks and green spaces, whilst at the same time making these spaces more productive, increasing financial success and reducing operating costs. 

The broad themes of the park strategy are:


1. Parks at the Heart of Neighbourhoods: parks sustained to create places where people want to live including developing the voluntary and third sectors 
2. Active Parks, Healthy Communities: promoting greater use and enjoyment of parks – asks what individual parks do, ensuring a strong universal service that is accessible to all

3. The Manchester Parks Standard: improving standards of management and maintenance and considers how parks are looked after now and in the future. 
4. Productive Parks in Partnership: encouraging greater collaboration, income streams and increased role for stakeholders and fosters different relationships and ways of working.
The Parks Strategy Consultation 
The Parks Strategy outlines some new ideas and approaches that we want to share with the public to gather their views to help shape the future of our parks. Questions range from asking what people think our long-term approach to parks should be (the themes of our strategy), to how the public currently use our parks and what they would like to see in parks in future. There are also questions to seek opinions on how they think they should be run and funded. 

How are we letting people know 
An online questionnaire is available at www.manchester.gov.uk/consultations
To ensure we reach a wide audience the consultation will be promoted using a wide variety of channels including: 
· Social media channels (Facbook, twitter and Instagram) 
· MCC e-bulletin
· MCC website 
· Press Releases   
· In Manchester brochure

· Friends of parks groups

· Partner/voluntary sector organisations channels 

Key dates
Parks Strategy Consultation is live from 7 March to 31 May 2016
Further Information
If you would like any further information about the Parks Strategy or consultation please contact:

Marcus Chase: Strategy Manager - Parks
Mobile: 07946 188214

e-mail: m.chase@manchester.gov.uk 
