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General Meeting

Thursday 8th January 2026 

Attendance:
Carol Packham WRCF Acting Chair, WRYOA, WRCAG, Time to Change (trustee)
Martin Rathfelder, WRCF Treasurer, Kingsbrook Residents Association (trustee)

Mary Watson, WRCF, Age Friendly Whalley Range & Chorlton (trustee)

Ann Knowles, WRCF, Rainbow & Guides leader (trustee)
Chris Ricard, WRCF Development Worker

Kate Richardson, WRCF Admin Support Worker

Jane Ward, Whalley Range Climate Action Group

Peter Trumper, Whalley Range Climate Action Group

Tim Greenaway, Time to Change

Jenny Appleby, St Margaret’s Centre and Playing Fields

Christopher Sedman – Range Road Residents Group 
Allan Mandindi, Manchester City Council


Tanya Shahnawy, Whalley Range Women’s Walking Group

Jess Coulson, Celebrate

Arwa Marchant, St Margaret’s CofE

Paul Beeckmans, BMHC Residents Liaison Group

Ravinder Virdee, Chit Chat Chai

Amber Okpa-stother, Venture Arts

Noreen Khan, Included Learning

Rev Tom Studman, St Margarets/St Edwards/St James CofE

Jeanette Edwards, BMHC Residents Liaison Group

Catharine Hardy, Celebrate

Thea Luckcock, Whalley Range Freelance Artist

Abdul-Rahman Hameed, Local Resident
Tony Craven, Friends of Alexandra Park
Cllr Muqadassah Bano, Manchester City Council
Irfan Ashraf, British Muslim Heritage Centre
Apologies:
Shakila Khan, Whalley Range Women’s Group (trustee)
Tanveer Shah, local resident (trustee)
Cath Nixon, Time to Change

George Coombs, Churchill Avenue Residents Group

Jim Donohue, Chorlton Good Neighbours

Margaret Morris, Manley Park Methodist Church

Welcome, Introductions and apologies 
The chair introduced the meeting and noted the recent passing of Bill Williams who had been the chair of Whalley Range Community Forum for many years.

Chris Ricard spoke movingly of the impact that Bill made to the Whalley Range Community Forum and the wider community. The Forum has set up a dedicated website in his memory and would welcome contributions to this, once complete this will be presented in book form to his family. Tributes to Bill can be found on this website:
https://fataialadewilliamwilliams.muchloved.com
Carol Packham updated the meeting about WRCF funding, this has not been confirmed yet but signs are hopeful.

Everyone introduced themselves and said which organisation(s) they were part of.

Update British Muslim Heritage Centre Planning
Irfan Ashraf, CEO British Muslim Heritage Centre explained that they are awaiting feedback from the Victorian Society and Heritage England once received plans will be available for consultation. There was a discussion about when and how to consult. 
Update St Margarets Community Centre and Playing Fields

Rev Tom Studman and Jenny Appleby from St Margaret’s Centre and Playing Fields introduced themselves and the work of their centre. They are a vibrant Community Centre and Playing field based on Brantingham Rd, Chorlton, M21 0TT. Their facebook page has links to their current timetable and information about meetings/events.
You can contact them via email stmargaretscentre1@gmail.com or on facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/482841333276734/
They are currently fundraising to revamp and improve their premises. They are planning lots of activities around Warm Welcome week at the end of January 2026.
Rev Tom Studman looks after three churches, St Margaret’s in Whalley Range, St Edmund’s in Chorlton and St James’ in Hulme. He is interested in the creative arts and wants to work with all faiths and communities across Whalley Range.

What Next for Whalley Range and the Forum ?

This section built on the discussions from the Re:JNR8 event and the themes and activities that had been identified and the potential role of the Forum. It was facilitated by Jane Ward. The meeting split into four groups, to discuss future activity for the forum and the qualities and requirements of a trustee. Notes from the discussions will be used to inform the recruitment of new trustees and the form development plan and will be available here

https://www.whalleyrange.org/2026/01/what-next-for-whalley-range-and-the-forum/
Date and Topic for Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Thursday 12th March 2026 6.45pm to 9pm. Next Meeting theme agreed to be about housing stress and homelessness.

Several people present agreed to assist with contacting people for information and participation. These were:

Shelter – Paul Beeckman
South Manchester tenants union - Chris

Impact on families/education -  Arwar

Poverty /rent increases impact - Chris

Statistics re W/R housing types and situation - Kate
Social housing - Angela Hunter MCSV

Local Authority role - Alan Mandindi

Staying in Touch

The importance of communication, increasing the number of volunteers and committee members and developing projects after the WRCF Development Day was discussed, attendees agreed to give their contact details to the Forum. If you would like to get in touch please email Kate on wrcommunityforum@gmail.com . Kate will always ask permission before putting people in touch with each other and with respect to GDPR regulations the understanding will be that this data sharing will be on the basis that information shared will to do with forum business only.

Summary of Action Points

	Description
	Organiser
	Participants
	Review

	Contribute to Bill Williams memory book/website
	Chris Ricard
	Anyone interested
	Next meeting

	Attend St Margarets Events/meetings
	Jenny Appleby
	Anyone interested
	Next meeting

	Look at future work action via WRCF website
	Chris Ricard
	Anyone interested
	Next meeting

	Participate in feedback to the British Muslim Heritage Centre plans
	BMHC
	Anyone interested
	Next meeting

	Dedicate bench to Bill Williams
	Age Friendly WR and Chorlton
	Age Friendly WR/Chorlton
	Next meeting

	Provide information about Neighbourhood Investment Fund grants
	Allan Mandindi/Laura Cassidy
	Any groups interested
	Next meeting

	Share email/mobile information with other attendees of meeting (with permission)
	Kate Richardson
	Anyone interested
	on-going

	Research Citizen UK funding
	Kate Richardson/Catharine Hardy
	N/A
	Next meeting


The meeting closed at 9pm
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