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General Meeting

Thursday 13th November 2025

Attendance:
Alison Chisholm, WRYOA

Cllr Angeliki Stogia, Manchester City Council

Ann Knowles – WRCF, Rainbow & Guides leader (trustee)
Peter Trumper, Local Resident

Carol Packham WRCF Vice Chair, WRYOA, WRCAG, Time to Change (trustee)
Chris Ricard, WRCF Development Worker

Rick Walker, WRYOA
Elias Papanagiotou, Pride on the Range

Yvonne Jez, WR Climate Action Tree Group
Tim Greenaway, Time to Change

Jane Ward, WR Climate Action Group
Debby Goodkin, WR Climate Action Tree Group

Kate Richardson, WRCF Admin Support Worker
Jenny Appleby, St Margaret’s Centre and Playing Fields

Judith Emanuel, WR Climate Action Group
Tony Craven, Friends of Alexandra Park

Martin Rathfelder, WRCF Treasurer, Kingsbrook Residents Association (trustee)

Mary Watson, WRCF, Age Friendly Whalley Range & Chorlton (trustee)

Liam Packham, Time to Change


Apologies:
Shakila Khan, Whalley Range Women’s Group (trustee)
Bill Williams, WRCF Chair, Victoria Road Residents Association (trustee)

Christopher Sedman – Range Road Residents Group 
Tanveer Shah, local resident (trustee)

Allan Mandindi, Manchester City Council


Welcome, Introductions and apologies 
Everyone introduces themselves. Mary explained how meetings would be run, and what was expected of participants. There will be an emphasis on information sharing, dialogue and action.
Irfan Ashraf new CEO British Muslim Heritage Centre was introduced
Irfan spoke about his Manchester heritage and his strong belief in community cohesion. He wants to engage with the local community, being more involved with the local community off site. including Whalley Range Community Forum, to listen to everyone and is prepared to listen to difficult questions. There was a positive discussion and the British Muslim Heritage Centre were invited to future Forum meetings. Issues were raised about cars and pollution, youth activities, being involved with Celebrate, and the grounds, particularly trees. His vision for the BMHC has three strands:

Education/Youth

Services, e.g. cancer awareness, green awareness etc

Outreach and liaising with organisations and Campaigning

All over arched by community. In relation to the building proposals, he said they were still working with the City Council in relation to meeting their various requirements.

Actions: Irfan happy to meet with groups and is to arrange to meet with Alison Chisholm (WRYOA) regarding youth provision. Suggest walking bus/car sharing to promote clean air around BMHC. Irfan will share parliamentary paper about youth activities

Minutes
The minutes of the last Whalley Range Community Forum meeting September 11th 2025 and 30 years Celebration were agreed see
https://www.whalleyrange.org/2025/09/whalley-range-community-forum-is-30/ 
Actions : General meetings discussions and actions will be noted. In the future trustees business meetings will be held separately and will be formally minuted.
Introductions  January meeting The opportunities and Challenges of running 5 W/R  community assets. Rev Tom Studman and Jenny Appleby? From St. Edmunds church and centre and St Margarets, school, church and centre

Re-JNR8 – What next for Whalley Range? 

Preparation in progress for WRCF Development Day Nov.29th. Please think what your organisation does well, what you would like Whalley Range to be like in 5 years,       Please bring a friend; Bring energy. Timetable distributed. 

Actions: Please come to development day - timing is now 1 – 4pm

Focus/Topic  for Discussion: Tree Preservation and Conservation Area 

The Whalley Range Climate Action Group Tree Group introduced the growing concern about unauthorised tree felling, and the need to be proactive  about how to protect trees.

Whalley Range has the highest density of trees in city. There is a flyer that documents  what a conservation area is what people can or cannot do i.e. responsibilities of MCC and residents in relation to the CA, including trees. 
Actions: Education and awareness raising needed  Ask Manchester City Council to work with residents  update  leaflet and website. Contact local estate agents to make sure they are aware of the boundaries of the conservation area and new residents responsibilities.
Reports from groups and agencies 
Let’s talk clean air are promoting a survey about buses. Andy Burnham, the Mayor of Greater Manchester wants help in redesigning bus routes in Whalley Range

Actions: To circulate the bus routes survey.
Forum Worker. Chris gave an overview, of what activities are taking place at JNR8, and the Age Friendly W/R and Chorlton. Waiting to hear in December about MCC 3yr funding bid (see reports link below)
Information from Allan Mandindi neighbourhood officer received; with links to MCC sites to report environmental (e.g. fly tipping) and tree related issues (see reports link below)
Report from Jeanette Edwards BMHC residents liaison group received (see reports link below)
Celebrate – discussing, when and where to hold festival day and nature of festival, dependant on looking for funding
Time to change –report from Tim. Celebrating this week 10th year anniversary. This is an informal, peer led group for people who live with enduring mental health issues they cook and share food together and run activities.
Friends of Alexandra Park, Tony said they are celebrating one year of more informal structure, it is working well.
Whalley Range Climate Action Group Jane will send link for Chimbombo project they are twinned with in Zambia, and for the auction of wishes.
Pride on the Range Elias said that the group was planning another event and wanted to involve more of the area.
Link to meeting on Thursday 13th November 2025
Councillors 

Cllr Angeliki Stogia reported:
Parks –Bike Hive that runs cycling activities across the  ward, based in Alexandra Park have been told that their access to facilities is being cut. She meeting  with them  and discussing the lack of consultation etc with the Parks dept.
Police advice surgery is being held in November at the Bembe café

Anti-social behaviours reported in pockets of Whalley Range. Engaging with homeless team/police. 
Action: Report anything suspicious e.g. begging via crime stoppers and if in relation to housing to the housing provider.

Leaves – discussions with team about leaf clearance
Russell Road LGBT+ scheme progressing well. Name will be chosen soon. Good engagement with local residents

Nello James Centre – site has been purchased by Wythenshawe Homes Housing Association, looking for developer looks like will build to existing planning permission. Security has improved.

Action: Cllr Stogia will meet developer when one appointed.
Carlton Club:  neighbour complaints about licence and hours and unreasonable noise.
Action: Cllr Stogia will keep in touch with the club, licencing department and neighbours.

Ward Coordination meeting on November 24th
Action: Request work with Tree group/to re-issue leaflet, guidance and website information re conservation area and trees generally
Other issues
Tim raised the empty half for the Cooperative on Withington Road – what could be done to make this more community focussed,
Focus /Topic for discussion and actions for future Forum meetings, to be confirmed,
Ideas included
Clean air?  Homelessness
LGBT extra care facility?

Mediterranean café?

Dates of next General meetings 8th January 2026, 12th March 2026 

For more information or to give your apologies, call Chris on 0161 881 3744 or email 
Kate at wrcommunityforum@gmail.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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