Housing issues faced by the parents of St Margaret’s C of E Primary School

Dear Whalley Range Community Forum members,

Thank you for taking a keen interest in the issue of housing that is affecting many families within school currently.
We are regularly approached by parents to discuss their housing needs which have a huge impact on children’s mental and physical health and also their attendance in school. Since September, we have had around 15 families who have been served the Section 21 notice and have some ongoing issues with their landlords. We recently had one family with 4 small children who were served a section 21 notice and were not aware about accepting the council’s offer in Bolton. They are now living in a privately rented one bedroom flat off Manley Road for £1500 a month and are getting ready to move again. 
Families renting sub-standard housing which is affected by damp and mould, heating problems, rats and usually non-cooperative landlords who deliberately don’t fix the property so that the family is forced to start looking elsewhere. In one family’s case, the landlord did not fix a broken window for 3 years despite regular complaints.
In some cases, the lets don’t have a proper kitchen area so families can’t cook. They have to spend more money on unhealthy takeaways. This puts a financial strain on them that they can’t sustain.
Sometimes, following the Section 21 eviction notice the council puts the families in temporary accommodation in places like Denton, Bolton and Droylsden, so families have to spend a long time commuting to school, before they are offered a place in a nearby school. Some families prefer to commute everyday rather than change schools because they like our school community and they are often late which affects their school readiness. However, this puts another financial strain on the family.
This has a huge impact on the children’s emotional and physical health and family stability and familiarity. It affects the children’s behaviour and their relationship with their parents. School tries to provide them with food hampers, housing support letter and refers them to other local organisations. We have recently had two coffee mornings with Emma nay from Shelter and they were well attended by families seeking advice.
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