Proposal for Whalley Range Tree Action Plan.  January 2024


Background

The Growing Manchester’s Trees (2022) study makes the case for the value of trees, e.g. in relation to clean air, health and well-being, ecology/wildlife, temperature reduction, carbon sequestration etc.
The study looks at tree cover across the city and makes the case for  working towards a city wide  Urban Forest, through stimulating ‘collaborative effort’, recognising that this aim is not the sole responsibility of MCC so embedding the importance of increasing and maintaining tree cover, particularly in areas with low tree cover,  through, partnerships, policies, and practice and raising public consciousness.

The study shows that W/R has the 4th highest canopy cover in the city at 27.7% ( across city is 18.8%) with (mature) trees in a range of public and private places, on travel and transport routes, gardens, and streets, where W/R has the highest level of street tree canopy cover in the city (36.9%)and the highest proportion of trees in Parks and Recreation land.
The study sees few opportunities or need for new planting in W/R. (other than in education and healthcare facilities)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  In this document ‘trees’ is taken to mean, hedges, bushes and trees at all stages of their maturity.] 


Implications for Whalley Range
Whilst there is a muc welcomed recognition of the importance of green infrastructure and ‘trees’ cross the city, the Growing Manchesters Trees study clearly shows that W/R is already an exemplar of ‘tree’ cover across sites  and so will have limited MCC prioritisation or potential for new tree planting
However this does not mean we do nothing, but that this has implications for us in relation to how we work with the City Council, and other partners, e.g. in relation to protection of existing trees, 
That we identify other areas for ‘tree’ expansion, and that we work with the community to expand awareness and respond to community concerns such as keeping pavements clear of branches etc.


The MCC draft tree and woodland action plan has 4 areas, this can be tailored to Whalley Range and our priorities
Below summarises the plans 4 areas with suggestions as to how we can apply these in W/R.

1.Manage sustainably
Trees and green infrastructure should be integrated into all policies, and plans.
Work in partnership
Continue green audit of what exist, continue tree inspections

How
-Aim to include community consultation, and priorities in local plans
- set up residents reporting systems, for concerns, and suggestions
-Liaise with MCC officers,  Councillors  and partners (e.g. Housing Associations) e.g. to maintain accessible pavements ( e.g. removing overhanging branches, and tree stumps)


2.Planting appropriately
‘Right tree inn right place’, so tree stock is diverse, and resilient and can cope with adverse effects of climate change.
Aim to discourage invasive species.
Spread benefits of trees across the city and ward.

How
-Work towards a ward action plan, and identify areas for protection/planting etc.
-Increase tree cover in parts of ward with less cover
-Encourage community orchards, and hedges ( e.g. to combat air pollution bordering busy roads).
-Raise funds for local activities, e.g. training, and planting.

3.Protecting Strongly
Make sure tree stock is protected both in private and public ownership particularly where there is demand for land and new developments. 
e.g.
- compliance with required tree works
- continue to designate tree preservation orders
- link to local need to help reduce inequalities ( e.g prioritize areas with low tree cover and highest levels of poor air quality)
-support tree replacement and net gain ( e.g. from canopy cover)
- reduce unauthorised work and damage ( via enforcement)


How
· Liaise with tree, planning and neighbourhood officers to assist with above
· Check and alert people to planning applications and raise objections if necessary,
· Encourage replacements where required
· Have pupil and street tree wardens/champions, e.g for watering of new trees, planting, report of damage etc.


4.Involve creatively
‘This reflects the need to raise awareness, increase understanding, build capacity and highlight the joy of trees in the city. It remains vital and embraces actions by all partners, not just the Council’[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Taken from https://www.manchester.gov.uk/downloads/download/7597/appendix_one_-_tree_and_woodland_action_plan

] 


How
-Promote and raise awareness of the importance and value of trees
-Use tree capacity maps to inform our climate action plan.
-Involve people in tree related activities, e.g. tree wardens, volunteers, planting, reduction of felling, replanting after removal, education of children.
-Educate and advise about appropriate planting of trees, hedges etc.
-Increase hedges, orchards, shrubs, garden trees.
- act on concerns of residents
- Work with partners
- use social media ( e.g. street WhatsApp groups, newsletters/websites)
-Love our trees.

Actions
-Discuss (and amend) as widely as possible e.g. at Tree Group, CAG, W/R Community Forum
-Liaise with relevant MCC officers and local councillors to establish roles, and processes, e.g points of contact, communication routes.
-Include in Climate Action Plan, and Ward plan.
-Liaise with work with local partners e.g. schools

